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Syria
The persistent conflict, coupled with the proliferation 
of extremist and militant groups and a generally 
lawless environment, will guarantee an extremely high 
kidnapping threat across Syria in the second quarter. In 
addition, should the steady progress made in 2016 by 
local and international military forces in containing the 
Islamic State (IS) conflict continue, foreign nationals may 
return to Syria, particularly aid workers and journalists. 
The anticipated security vacuum and associated socio-
economic drivers of instability in post-conflict locations, 
coupled with elevated tensions between state- and 
non-state groups therein and an increased presence of 
foreign nationals, may contribute to an environment 
conducive to a potential uptick in the kidnapping of 
foreign nationals in the medium-term.

Kazakhstan
The risk of kidnapping in Kazakhstan is currently rated as medium; 
incidents occur infrequently and seldom affect foreign business 
or recreational travellers. Nonetheless, kidnappings of wealthy 
locals and/or their dependants are known to happen and there 
are certain factors that may result in this threat extending to 
foreign nationals in 2017. The country has experienced a growth 
in the presence of foreign nationals and investment in recent 
years due to the expanding oil and gas sectors. Furthermore, 
areas in the south of the country, particularly in the vicinity 
of the shared borders with Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan, are 
vulnerable to infiltration by Islamist militant groups.

Mexico
Kidnapping rates increased in 2016, indicating that 
Mexico will remain a top kidnapping hotspot in the 
coming months. The increase was the first since 2013. The 
kidnapping threat will remain most elevated in Mexico City, 
Mexico State, Veracruz, Tamaulipas, Michoacan, Guerrero, 
Nuevo Leon, Jalisco, Tabasco and Morelos states. Although 
locals will comprise the vast majority of victims, foreign 
nationals still face a considerable countrywide risk; short-
term express kidnappings and extortion will generally pose 
a more likely threat to foreigners than traditional KRE.

Nigeria
The kidnapping threat in Nigeria will remain complex, 
multifaceted and significant in the coming quarter. Individuals 
from all income groups and their dependants will be targeted. 
Specific areas of concern include the growing spread of 
criminal kidnapping activity into the southern and central 
states, the potential for an uptick in kidnappings of locals and 
foreigners in the Niger Delta, and a possible further increase in 
piracy and maritime crime incidents, both off the Niger Delta 
coast and in its coastal waterways. Due to the containment 
of Boko Haram in north eastern Nigeria, kidnapping incidents 
involving foreigners in the north of the country will remain low.

Southern Philippines and south eastern Malaysia
The reported 26 February execution of a German hostage 
by Islamist extremist group, Abu Sayyaf, underscores 
the significant threat the group and its criminal affiliates 
continue to pose in the southern Philippines and south 
eastern Malaysia. Abu Sayyaf will remain motivated to 
kidnap locals and foreign nationals for both financial and 
ideological gain in the coming months. Although a high 
percentage of incidents will be resolved via a financial 
settlement, the possibility of further hostage executions 
remains a real concern, especially in the case of Western 
hostages.

Libya
The ongoing political insecurity and generally insecure and lawless 
environment in Libya, coupled with the growing presence of 
foreign business personnel, will continue to inform the extremely 
high kidnapping threat in 2017; frequent abductions of locals and 
foreign nationals by a variety of militia, rebel, Islamist militant and 
tribal groups should be anticipated. The kidnapping threat will 
extend countrywide; however, areas in which kidnappings will 
likely occur most frequently will include the capital, Tripoli, as well 
as Benghazi, Sirte, Sabha and elsewhere. Construction, engineering 
and extractive personnel, as well as journalists, aid workers, 
diplomats and business personnel, will remain high-value targets.

Somalia
In light of persistent security concerns, including the presence 
of various criminal and militant groups and the potential for an 
uptick in Somalia-based piracy in 2017, the kidnapping threat 
level in Somalia will remain high in the coming quarter. The 
threat will also continue to extend along the Somalia-Kenya 
border, where cross-border kidnappings of aid workers and 
tourists will remain a key concern. Furthermore, insurgent 
groups, particularly al-Shabaab, may increasingly resort to 
kidnapping as both a financing and concession-garnering 
tool, as their positions continue to come under pressure from 
government-aligned forces in central and southern Somalia.

Ukraine
Authorities have warned of a potentially growing kidnapping 
risk in Ukraine’s capital, Kiev, following an increase in 
financially motivated abductions and virtual kidnappings in 
recent times. Although the majority of cases have targeted 
higher-income locals, including government and private 
sector employees, several abductions of foreign nationals 
have also been reported, including two separate incidents 
involving Western businesspeople in May 2016. red24 will 
continue to monitor this development; should it be confirmed 
as a new trend, it may pose a security risk to travellers in the 
city, and potentially urban centres elsewhere.

Iraq
The high kidnap threat in Iraq’s central and northern Sunni governorates, 
which have been most severely affected by the conflict between the Islamic 
State (IS) and security forces, will remain in place in 2017. In addition, the 
threat will remain elevated in previously less-affected areas in many central 
and southern governorates, where a myriad of criminal, militant and militia 
groups will continue to take advantage of the conflict-induced security vacuum 
to conduct kidnappings for financial and political/ideological gain. Locals 
will be primarily targeted; high-value foreign targets will include journalists, 
diplomats, military personnel and individuals linked to Western NGOs.

Honduras
High levels of violent crime and lawlessness, including 
endemic gang-related violence, will continue to inform 
an elevated kidnapping threat in Honduras in the 
second quarter of 2017. Any further deterioration in the 
security environment will likely exacerbate the already 
high kidnapping threat, which is posed by a variety of 
sophisticated criminal gangs. Locals and foreign nationals 
will be viewed as high-value targets, especially in the 
elevated kidnap risk areas of the Tegucigalpa, San Pedro 
Sula and Olancho departments and other northern areas.

Additional forecasting tools
Global Kidnapping Hotspots 2017  
Global Kidnapping Watchlist 2017 
Global Kidnapping Threat Map 2017

Afghanistan
Kidnapping threats from a myriad of criminal, militant 
and Islamist extremist groups will remain extremely 
high across much of Afghanistan, with risk levels 
most elevated in the southern and eastern provinces, 
particularly in areas in close proximity to the shared 
border with Pakistan. Aid workers, as well as business, 
media, and military personnel, will comprise the primary 
targets. The period between April and July, which 
coincides with the Taleban’s spring offensive, a time of 
increased militant activity, will likely be accompanied by 
an increase in the frequency of kidnapping incidents.

Venezuela
The embedded presence of criminal kidnapping syndicates 
and well-documented police corruption and collusion, 
coupled with the ongoing serious political and security 
challenges facing Venezuela, will contribute to an 
elevated kidnapping threat level and frequent incidents 
in the coming quarter. Although the threat will extend 
countrywide, the capital, Caracas, and the surrounding 
areas of the Distrito Federal, will remain particularly 
adversely affected areas; short-term express kidnappings 
in particular are expected to continue to occur in the 
city on an almost daily basis. Additional high-risk urban 
centres in Anzoategui, Barinas, Carabobo, Guarico, Merida 
and Valencia states, as well as locations in close proximity 
to the western border, will also be subject to an elevated 
kidnap risk.
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The map below is aimed at providing a short-term forecast of potential kidnap for ransom and extortion (KRE)-related developments which red24 Special Risks will be monitoring in the second quarter of 2017. 
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